Stalinism as bureaucratic professionalism, and reformism as socialist marketization. The description of China's population policy is consistently objective and accurate, and nonspecialist readers can rely on the "political roadmap" provided to understand population politics. Changes in population policy may provide clues on the evolution of China's power structure. The authors then offer a comprehensive analysis of the social and political consequences of official population policy.
Lacking from this study is an analysis of the evolution of the structural relationship between state power and biopower-itself the engine for changes in population policy. And besides state power and biopower, there is another important dimension of power-individual power of people in population politics. Even within the structure of biopower, the relations between state power and individual power are intertwined. Changes in the power structure should be evaluated in a more profound social context: all the changes emerging during the reform of the market economy system empowered the people, including from social reforms to the emergence and spread of democracy and a concern about human rights, about education and human capital, about the large-scale rural-urban migration and mobility of the population, employment, the internet, and so on. The empowerment of people not only enhances the micro-power of the individual and changes the power structure-it also improves the quality of state power. This is reflected in the Chinese Communist Party's decision to endorse a "human-centered" rather than a "material-centered" approach.
As China moves through the twenty-first century, it faces a new set of problems related to demography. Can it solve such problems-rapid population aging and the serious imbalance in sex ratio at birth-without draconian measures? Will the solutions advance China's social development and political reforms? As policy makers approach such questions, we will need the help of tools fashioned by leading academics such as Winckler and Greenhalgh to interpret their decisions.
